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smaller events scheduled that weekend, so some organi-
zations were asked to move their dates.

“The hotel community and convention center stepped 
up to move groups, who were really agreeable,” said Lo-
gan. “We had the arena space, we had the convention 
center space, but we defi nitely needed the hotels.”

She said the all-star game will consume 10,000 room 
nights at 14 hotels in or near downtown Columbus, in-
cluding 2,000 rooms on the busiest night.

Once the room availability was fi nalized, plans to get 
the game in Columbus progressed  — quickly.

By 5 p.m. last Friday hotel contracts with the NHL were 
fi nalized and by Saturday morning league offi cials were 
comfortable enough with arrangements to announce 
that the game would indeed be held next year in Colum-
bus.

In an industry where meetings and conventions are 
often scheduled several years into the future, the award-
ing of the game 12 months away was lightning fast.

“(Finalizing) it this close to the event was somewhat 
unusual. Not uncommon, but this close was somewhat 
unusual,” said Logan.

The biggest factor in landing the all-star game, how-
ever, isn’t even fi nished yet.

The game would likely have never been awarded to 
Columbus had it not been for the new 500-room Hilton 
hotel under construction on High Street across from the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center and easy walking 
distance to Nationwide Arena.

The game will be played at the arena and other festivi-
ties, including a fan fest, will be held at the convention 
center, Logan said.

Local tourism offi cials have long wanted a  hotel the 
size of the new Hilton to attract bigger meetings and 
conventions and the same philosophy is true in trying 
to attract bigger and more prestigious sports-related 
events to the city, said Logan.

“The addition of the new Hilton was signifi cant to our 
effort to get the all-star game,” she said.

Logan said that when the city fi rst applied to host the 
all-star game it was likely passed over because of the lack 
of another hotel like the Hilton.

“We probably had enough rooms but we didn’t have 
the right mix. Not enough suites, full-service rooms,” 
she said.

The addition of the Hilton, which is scheduled to open 
in the fall, will help in trying to attract other big sporting 
events to the city.

She said the city bid in 2008 to host an NCAA women’s 
basketball Final Four, but was rejected.

Now organizers are more confi dent in a bid to host the 
2017 Final Four because of the presence of the Hilton, 
Logan said.

The new hotel doesn’t just help attract larger events, 
but also the city can more easily host multiple events at 
the same time because of the hotel.

“When we hosted the NHL draft (in 2007) our con-
vention center sat wide open because we didn’t have 
(enough) hotel rooms. This enables us to bring in more 
multiple groups at once,” said Logan.

With NHL all-star game and golf’s Presidents Cup, 
2013 will be banner year for sports in Central Ohio


